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Good Girls Can Have
Bad Boy Hook-ups Leading
To Worse Outcomes
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American Heart
Association And
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Awards Students
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ST. PETERSBURG —
Students at Bay Point Middle
School received a big award
for logging in the most hours
of exercise in the recent competition of the American Heart
Association and NFL Play 60
Challenge.
Last Wednesday, May 9,
the 6th grade students got to
meet several players and
cheerleaders from the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers along with
representatives from the Heart
Association, the Pinellas
County School District and the
city.
After a short ceremony
and ribbon cutting, the school
was presented a check for
$6,625 for the 6,000+ miles
the students walked and
tracked for four weeks. In
addition, the school received
thousands of dollars in new
physical education equipment
and an updated fitness trail.

“I’m proud of my kids
who worked very hard,” AnnMarie Clarke, principal of Bay
Point sta te s. “T h e s i x t h
graders worked hard and now
we have a new fitness trail and
new equipment. It’s nice to be
able to beef up our physical
education and sports programs
and academics as well,”
Clarke added.
F our midd l e s ch o o l s
competed in this challenge,
which was designed to help
students learn about the
importance of daily exercise,
with the promise of winning
funds for their school’s P.E.
makeover.
The other schools
c o m p e t i n g w e r e Yo u n g
Middle School, Ferrell Girls
Preparatory Academy and
Smith Middle School. All
schools received funds for
their P.E. program also.
“Our relationship with the
American Heart Association

AWARDS

continued on pg. 6

ST. PETERSBURG - During a
week when Congress reconsidered
the Violence Against Women Act,
debating proposed changes which
could reduce protections for women
and girls from violence, Florida
State Representative Darryl Rouson
sponsored a conference for girls to
dialogue about how best to protect
themselves from bad choices, bad
boys and potentially bad personal
consequences.
The conference at the Dr. Carter
G. Woodson Museum was attended
by almost 100 girls and young
women. It was advertised under the
catchy title: “Bad Boys … No
Thanks!!!” The celebrity magnet
was actress Kimberly Elise, of
“Diary of a Mad Black Woman” and
“For Colored Girls Only” fame.
The Congressional debate, with
its national focus, has drawn the
attention of many national activist
and organizations. Rep. Rouson,
while sympathetic, was more
inspired to sponsor the Bad Boys
briefing by another, closer to home
tragedy.
The violent death from gunshot
wounds of Tamika Lashond Mack, a
24-year old St. Petersburg mother of
two small children, during a home
invasion in early April, is characterized by the lawmaker as a typical
outcome of the good girl—bad boy
scenario, where a young black
woman’s choices ended in tragedy.
“We need to tell our young
ladies that some associations might
get you killed. I was outraged over

Kimberly Elise poses with the planning committee for “Bad Boys … No Thanks!!!”

the murder of Tamika Mack and I
watched the whole world responding to and be outraged by the murder
of Travon Martin. But I wondered
who was watching and outraged for
Tamika Mack,” said Rouson.
“I wanted to bring something
good out of our tragedy right here in
our community. So before I travel to
Sanford to demonstrate for Travon
Martin, I want to stand up here at
home first, for young women whose
choices may get them killed, or
cause them to suffer bad consequences for the rest of their lives,”
Rouson continued.
The incidents of young black
women suffering a range of bad
consequences because of bad boys
and men are neither new nor unfamiliar.
A few years ago, celebrated
criminal cases were cautionary tales
for good girls who hooked up with
bad boys. Kemba Smith, an honor
student at a distinguished

Historically Black University, was
arrested in the company of a
suspected drug dealer, and received
a sentenced of 24 years in prison –
“one year for each year of your life,”
the sentencing judge told her.
Smith’s crime was that she was
close enough to be imperiled and
contaminated by her bad boy’s
behavior, but not close enough to
know enough about his bad ways, to
barter her own way out of a long
prison sentence.
Another young black mother of
two minor children, Dorothy
Gaines, was convicted and
sentenced to 19 years and seven
months in federal prison without
the possibility of parole because she
had no useful incriminating information to offer against her live-in
bad-boy companion.
I have written in my book,
“Sound Bites of Protest,” about
these and other past good girl - bad
boy atrocities.

Actress Kimberly Elise

BAD BOY
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ST. PETERSBURG – Last
Saturday morning, May 12,
limousines rolled through the
s t reet s o f S t . P et ers b u rg
transporting 37 glamorous,
smiling women to the Vinoy
Renaissance Resort.
There they met up with over
500 loved ones and friends
awaiting the start of the 4th
annual Naomi Recognition
Brunch. These honorees are
women deemed identifiable
with the biblical character
Naomi taken from the book of
Ruth.
Men just as nicely dressed
waited in front of the Vinoy for
the arriving women to escort
each one into the ballroom,

2012 Naomi Honorees

down a red carpet flanked by
adoring friends and family.
“This is such a beautiful
ev e n t , ” s h a r e d l a s t y e a r
h o n o r e e , R o s a l y n Wa l k e r.
“Being an honoree blessed and
humbled me. I am so glad to be
able to come back and serve the

ladies being honored this year.”
Over 52 Naomi alumni
returned to walk the red carpet
and induct the new Naomi
honorees.
The founder of the organization, Teralyn Hodge, wife of
Pastor Ellis Hodge of Word of

Life Fellowship Church,
i s driven to make sure such
recognition not only happens in
St. Petersburg, but eventually
around the country.

NAOMI

continued on pg. 6
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• A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
• To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.

• To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
• To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
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“Millions being
left out of jobs, left out of digital
learning, is not just an economic issue;
it’s a civil rights issue” – FCC
Chairman, Julius Genachowski
An after school and summer camp,
STEM Academy, ran by the Urban
League of Greater Chattanooga has
increased students’ proficiency in both
math and reading by 32 percent. In
Central Florida, 70 percent to 80
percent of students who enter the local
Urban League’s Center for Workforce
Innovation Job Training Program
graduate with a job at the end of the
program.
These rare success stories demonstrate that we know what works in the
critical effort to increase broadband
access and digital literacy throughout
America. But these stories take that
goal one step further. With broadband
access much too low and joblessness

school degree is 38 percent, while 51
percent of whites in that same category
are online at home.
With almost all major companies
now posting job openings exclusively
online, 77 percent of African
Americans without high school
diplomas used the Internet to look for a
job during 2009-2010. Clearly, we must
target low-income communities in our
efforts to expand access to both
broadband and jobs.
We applaud efforts like the FCC’s
“Connect to Compete” program that is
offering low-cost broadband connections in low-income communities. But
more must be done to close the gap and
to tackle the significant under-representation of African Americans in
broadband jobs and businesses.
Our “Connecting the Dots” report
is a collection of practical ideas that
bring together all the elements for
success, including workforce training,
private enterprise development, and
modernizing the STEM education
pipeline. We recommend:
Creating workforce training in

One point that is
absolutely clear is that the President of
the United States is no political coward.
President Barack H. Obama made
history by backing historic health care
reform across America when everyone
thought that successful political battle
would negatively hurt his chances for
re-election.
But to President Obama’s leadership credit, he put the urgent health
needs of the poor and others who had
been locked out and priced out of
access to health before fulfilling his
own political ambition.
Now President Obama has
become the first sitting U.S president to
publicly and explicitly state without any
hesitation that he supports the equal
justice and civil rights protection and
affirmation of gay rights on the issue of
same sex marriage.
With a sense of thoughtful introspection and discernment, President
Obama stated, “At a certain point I’ve
just concluded that, for me personally, it

is important for me to go ahead and
affirm that I think same-sex couples
should be able to get married.”
On these issues and on other
matters in terms of both domestic and
international policies, President
Obama’s courage is unprecedented.
From ending the war in Iraq , supporting women’s rights to equal pay, to
taking a caring position about the
murder of Trayvon Martin, Obama has
shown a willingness to stand up, speak
out and to take definitive action even in
the face of political and social risks.
What has emerged and evolved
during the last four years is an
irrefutable profile in presidential
courage and leadership.
Courage is an important attribute
that eludes too many leaders, including
politicians. It has been customary for
elected officials to first test the
magnitude of the political winds before
taking a public position on polarizing
issues. That is why I support getting
money out of politics in America
because too many officials get bought
off or priced out of having the courage
to do what is right on the issues for
freedom, justice and equality for all
people.

During the socially and politically
dangerous height of the civil rights
movement during the 1960s, Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. emphasized, “We must
build dikes of courage to hold back the
flood of fear.” Dr. King was both a
religious and a civil rights leader. In
1967, when he came out publicly
against the Vietnam War, there were
many even in the black American
church community who stood in opposition to Dr. King’s bold courage. Dr.
King was fearless and courageous.
Today, millions of Americans have
benefited from the sacrifices and
steadfast commitments made decades
ago by Dr. King and the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference, the
NAACP, the National Urban League,
the National Conference of Black
Churchmen, the National Council of
Negro Women and many other
tenacious groups that boldly stood up
and made a difference not just for black
Americans, but also for all people.
President Barack Obama has
emerged from the civil rights tradition
of courage and leadership. When
former President Nelson Mandela in
South Africa called for reconciliation in
the context of the liberation of South
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broadband sectors that incorporate job
placement – like the successful Central
Florida Workforce Innovation Job
Training program.
Increasing broadband businesses
in economically hard hit areas.
Strategies might include fast-tracking
approvals for broadband businesses
that are willing to move into hard-hit
areas and the kind of hands on management support for start-up businesses
that is being offered at the nine National
Urban League Entrepreneurship
Centers around the country.
Modernizing the education
pipeline as a long-term solution. We
need more STEM academies like the
one being run by the Urban League of
Greater Chattanooga. In the final
analysis, this is about equal access to
jobs and opportunity.
As Time Warner Vice President,
Fernando R. Laguarda put it, “The
broadband economy needs to work for
everyone.” To read the full report visit
http://www.nul.org/content/connecting-dots.

Africa from its brutal history of
apartheid, there were many who did not
stand with him.
Thus, the standard for courageous
leadership is not just an American
standard, it is also a global one, a
measure of a leader’s determination to
be truthful and committed to the principles of equal justice and freedom.
The issue of same-sex marriage is a
very divisive issue within the African
American community, especially in the
black church. But this is exactly why
President Obama, who comes out of the
black church tradition of Trinity United
Church of Christ in Chicago, should be
applauded for his decision.
He is standing on his convictions
and principles and being true to himself,
his family and God. He explained, “I’ve
been going through an evolution on this
issue. I’ve always been adamant that
gay and lesbian Americans should be
treated fairly and equally.”
Years from now, history will reflect
that President Obama did the right thing
at the right time on this issue. Let’s pray
that more leaders will also find the
courage to stand up for equal justice for
all people and to oppose all other forms
of discrimination.
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Broadband Access And Jobs
much too high in communities of color,
these Urban League programs make
the powerful link between broadband
access and jobs.
It’s not enough to place the Internet
at everyone’s fingertips, we believe that
real progress will only occur if the
digital divide is closed in a way that
enhances employment opportunities
for communities hardest hit by the
recession and the jobless recovery of
the last few decades.
Last week the National Urban
League’s Policy Institute in partnership
with Time Warner Cable, highlighted
that reality with the release of a report
titled, “Connecting the Dots: Linking
Broadband Adoption to Job Creation
and Job Competitiveness.”
The report reveals that while the
gap is narrowing, the broadband
adoption rate in African American
households is still only 56 percent
compared with 67 percent for whites.
That gap widens noticeably, however,
among those without a high school
diploma. The rate of broadband access
for African Americans without a high
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Community Spotlight

Africa’s Future
In African Hands

By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Mamie Thomas Rogers, RN

STA F F WRI TER

L-R, Omali Yeshitela, Ona Zene Yeshitela,
Camilla Hippolyte, Gaida Kambon and Nurse Mary

ST. PETERSBUR G —
“Africa’s Future in African
Hands” international speaking tour
featuring Nurse Midwife Mary
Koroma from Sierra Leone, West
Africa made a stop May 2, at
Davidson Fine Art in downtown
St. Petersburg.
In an effort to bring awareness
and support for the wellness and
economic development programs
in Africa, Nurse Mary shared her
heroic story of triumph over infant
and maternal mortality in Sierra
Leone.
As the leader of the Sierra
Leone (West Africa) branch of the
All African People’s Development
and Empowerment Project
(A A P D EP) , Kor oma ha s
managed to implement a laundry
list of social services that the government could, or would not do.
AAPDEP is an organization
under the leadership of the African
People’s Socialist Party. Their
primary goal, according to national
secretary Gaida Kambon, is to use
the collective energy, skills and
expertise of Africans, wherever
they are located, for the development of Africa and African communities throughout the world.
AAPDEP’s philosophy is that
no matter where you are in the
world, African people constitute a
nation. Whether you are in Malawi
or Massachusetts, or South African
or South Beach, AAPDEP
believes they have a responsibility
as African people to improve the
conditions of Africans worldwide.
Why is AAPDEP necessary?
According to event organizer
Camilla Hippolyte, 90 percent of
Africa’s resources are systematically expropriated only leaving
about 10 percent of trade within
the continent. “People are not
talking about the contradiction of
why we in the West are living off
the backs of people in oppressed
African nations everywhere.”
Hippolyte points out that
Western corporation, that are run
like governments, seize resources
from African soil, however, the
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of
these countries do not match the
profits that these companies make.
No one questions why
Africans do not own their own
recourses. Why do corporations
like ExxonMobil own the oil that
is flowing beneath African feet? “It
is just considered,” Hippolyte
explains, “that Africans should not
own their own resources, and we
(AAPDEP) are against that.
African people suffer from
lack of nutrition, decent healthcare,
and clean water throughout the
world. These are shared conditions
that affect Africans even in the
United States. According to
Hippolyte, in the U.S. 24 percent
of African Americans live below
the poverty line, as opposed to 10

L-R, Kefira Baron, Camilla Hippolyte and Stephanie Midler

percent of white people.
The expertise of African
scientist and engineers living on
this side of the world use their
knowledge to enrich the wealthy
and are not using those skills to
improve African communities,
Hippolyte pointed out.
AAPDEP posits that Africans
should be responsible for Africans
everywhere and use their skills and
resources to those ends.
Nurse Mary has done just that.
Under her leadership, AAPDEP
Sierra Leone provides expectant
mothers with skilled care through
a number of grassroots projects.
Chair of the African People’s
Solidarity Committee, Penny
Hess, pointed out that “in Sierra
Leone, 1 in 8 women die in childbirth; only 50 percent have the help
of a trained birth attendant, and
only one in five go to a hospital.”
The audience was shocked to
hear that there is no electricity or
clean running water. “The crisis of
giving birth and maternal wellness
in West Africa, and for Africans
throughout the world is in a
context of colonialism, said Hess.
“This is a reality of enslavement of African people, which
built the wealth of this country, so
that we can take for granted that
our children will be born in a
healthy way,” Hess continued.
In spite of these conditions,
Nurse Mary has delivered over
3,000 healthy babies in Sierra
Leone without the loss of one life.
Throughout her career, Nurse
Mary has epitomized AAPDEP
philosophy of using her skills and
resources to benefit African
people.
In 2003, she stepped down
from a position in a government
hospital where she witnessed large
numbers of deaths of expected
mothers and babies because of the
inability to pay for medical
services and the lack of basic
medical equipment and medicines.
After leaving her government
post, Nurse Mary used her own
meager resources to build a clinic
in Sierra Leone’s capital city of
Freetown.
From this clinic she began
working with pregnant women
providing prenatal care, attending
deliveries, treating those suffering
from malaria, dehydration and

other illnesses. Also she provided
skills, training, support and
oversight to hundreds of birth
attendants throughout the country.
As Nurse Mary took the
podium, the audience erupted in
applause. She began to illustrate
the poor conditions of the least
developed country in the world.
By not looking for pity or
handouts, Nurse Mary and her 560
registered AAPDEP members in
Sierra Leone have established
nursing schools, clinics, and
mobile clinics; vocational training
that includes boat building and
agricultural training that includes
rainwater harvesting.
All these programs promote
self-reliance and sustainability.
During the question and
answer portion, an audience
member asked why older people
were not a focus to AAPDEP.
Chairman of African People’s
Socialist Party Omali Yeshitela
quickly answered that the average
life span in Sierra Leone is 37
years old. Conditions are so poor
that living to an old age is an
anomaly.
Another audience member
asked why don’t these Africans
just grow their food? Secretary
Kambon retorted that they farm
year around, however, when the
water and ground is so contaminated, the food that is yielded is toxic.
She explained that after
Western corporations extract gold
and diamonds out of the land, the
land is left with contaminates that
seep into the soil and groundwater.
Still audience members found
it hard to understand the conditions
in Sierra Leone. One such member
kept repeating “food is medicine,”
as if he had not heard about the
toxins in the ground.
Has our Western upbringing
blinded us to the plight of other
cultures?
Yeshitela stressed that there is
not a deficiency with the people,
but the deficiency is in, “the
system that sucks the blood and
keeps the people oppressed.”
Nu rs e M i d wi fe M ary
Koroma’s story is not one of
receiving charity; her story is of
gaining control of African’s
resources and economic development.
One Africa, One Nation!

Mamie Rogers is
known for her concern
for people as she finds
multiple ways to help
others to live healthy
lifestyles, see their
doctor, or experience
so m e n e w h e a l t h
program.
W h e n e v e r
possible, Rogers is
there, explaining the
process and soothing
the anxieties and fears
of the patients.
Registered nursing is
the career path she
chose for her life’s
work, but being a Registered Nurse means far
more to her than dispensing pills and charting the
information. Mamie Rogers has a genuine love
for people, and she has seen her nursing positions
as placement in an environment where God can
do His work through her. She holds an AA degree
and a BA degree in nursing.
Whether at the General Electric Company
from which she retired, or at Bayfront Medical
Center where she started her nursing career,
Rogers experienced a number of firsts in her
occupation. Specifically, Mamie Rogers was the
first African American to hold the position of
Health Services Coordinator for the government
affiliated General Electric plant.
Her job required her to fly to various
locations across the nation to lecture, demonstrate, and implement programs and activities for
the company. The company recognized her
efforts with awards and bonuses. At Bayfront,
she was recognized as the first African American
nurse to work in departments previously off
limits, including the Intensive Care Unit.
Time and time again, she proved that she was
capable and efficient in carrying out her duties.
The interest in nursing was kindled while
Rogers attended Gibbs High School. She and her
best friend, Doris Black Lewis, decided in
eleventh grade that nursing was the career for
them. True to their decision, both enjoyed long

successful careers in the
field. She and her four
brothers, along with their
younger sister, were
honor students. “Our
parents wouldn’t have it
any other way. They
didn’t play. They worked
too hard to take care of
us. We had no choice but
to succeed,” said Rogers.
In addition to her
work, Rogers has often
been requested as a
speaker and workshop
presenter. She speaks at
churches and at public
programs.
As a member of the Black Nurses
Association, she also provides help to student
nurses as they prepare for their state board examinations. She also serves as a mentor to these
student nurses and nurses new to the area.
Within St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church,
Rogers works with the General Mission (of
which she has been president) and serves on
other committees and programs. She has held
offices in the Women’s Auxiliary of the
Progressive M and E Convention of Florida,
Church Women United of Greater St. Petersburg,
the National Council of Negro Women, and the
NAACP. She served as National President of the
Pelatis Auxiliary of the Iota Phi Lambda Sorority.
Rogers received the Footprints for Sigma
Gamma Rho sorority in 2011 and Community
Woman of the Year from Zeta Phi Beta Sorority
in March.
Mrs. Mamie Rogers loves to travel. She has
been to Alaska, Hawaii, and all over the continental USA, the Caribbean Islands, and Canada. She
and her family also traveled to France and
England for special interest tours and to see the
places that they had read about in history and
English classes.
A widow, Rogers is the mother of three
daughters. She has six grandchildren and one
great grandchild.

Teen Volunteer Fair

ST. PETERSBURG —
Join Suncoast Hospice for their
South County Teen Volunteer
Fair Thursday, May 31, 4:30 6:30 p.m., at the St. Petersburg
Community Service Center
located at 3050 1st Ave. S.
Teens in south Pinellas
County ages 14-18 and their
parents or guardians are invited
to learn about the many
volunteer opportunities at
Suncoast Hospice.

2005 Buick
Rendezvous CSL
White
90,840 miles

Snacks and door prizes will
be provided.
Suncoast Hospice is
Pinellas County’s nonprofit
hospice care agency with
talented volunteers, including
more than 400 active teen volunteers. Come out and find
your niche.
For information about the
volunteer fair, call Fabiana
Compas 727-564-5920, or email fabianac@thehospice.org.
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with Pre-Owned
Purchase $399 Value!

$16,995

Paint Seal, Interior Leather
Protection & Carpet

$21,995

6-yr./100K MI. Limited
Warranty Coverage • Meets
Mechanical & Appearance
Cert. Standards • All Applicable
Cadillac Owner Privileges

DIMMITT
South Location
$24,995

$11,995

$25,995

Call Kerven Dennis
813-727-1626

Certified Pre-Owned
Cadillac Advantage:

2009 Cadillac
CTS
28K miles

$25,995

2004 Nissan
Murano
Silver
53K miles

2006 Buick
Lucerne CXL
Leather Chrome
Wheels 68K miles

2007 Cadillac
STS
Red
77,731 miles

2009 Honda
Accord EXL
V-6 Auto Leather
30K miles

2012 Ford
Mustang Conv.
Blk/Blk
24K miles

2010 Toyota Prius
Silver Navi
Loaded
19K miles

2008 Buick
Enclave CXL
Navi
3rd Row S/R

2010 Cadillac
CTS
V-6 Leather
Auto Cert.

$13,995

$16,995

$23,995

$27,995

$14,995

$20,995

$23,995

$28,995

3333 Gandy Blvd., Pinellas Park
South Location • www.Dimmitt.com
Hours of Operation: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Eta Rho Chapter –
Talent Hunt Program

Readers Choice

Book Review
Tangela Murph-Bailey

Owner - Readers Choice Bookstore

Book Review:
The Presumption of Guilt”

BY TOM PACKER
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

L-R Clarice Lee, Andrea Tafelski, Maiya Stevenson,
Deveron Rozie, Matt Fulton, Madison Campbell

ST. PETERSBURG – Last
Mo n day, M ay 7, Eta R ho
Chapter presented its annual
Talent Hunt Program that
featured the best and brightest
high school talent in the bay
area.
The purpose of the program
is to select an outstanding
student that will represent the
chapter at the state level, with
the expectation of reaching
both district and national com-

pe tition. Tho s e s t u d en t s
moving past the state level will
receive monetary awards in
varying degrees.
The student that is fortunate
enough to win the final competition at the national level is
offered a full scholarship to
attend one of several participating colleges or universities.
This year’s student contestants proved to be outstanding
not only in academic pursuits,
but also in their desire to
volunteer and give back to their
communitie s. T h e t h ree
winners chosen were Andrea

Tafelski, 3rd place; Clarice Lee,
2nd place; and Maiya
Stevenson, 1st place. Maiya
will participate on behalf of Eta
Rho Chapter in this year’s state
competition to be held in
Tampa.
The Talent Hunt
Committee that worked diligently to bring this magnificent
performance to the public was
led by Chairman, Dwayne
Climes. His committee
m em b ers were M al co l m
Flakes, Derek Cooper, Mike
Mitchell, James Jackson III,
Chris Graham and Rod Green.

Charles Ogletree, is a Professor of Law at
Harvard Law School and the Founding
Executive Director of the Charles Hamilton
Houston Institute for Race and Justice at
Harvard. He is the author of several books
including, “All Deliberate
Speed, From Lynch Mobs to
Killing Streets. Ogletree was
named one of the 100+ Most
Influential Black Americans
by Ebony Magazine.
Many may remember
the arrest of Harvard
Professor, Henry Louis
Gate, Jr. in July 2009. He
was arrested on the front
porch of his own house
by a Cambridge, Mass.
Police Sergeant. The
arrest became representative of the
tension between
black and white,
police and civilian,
and the privileged
and the less
privileged in
America.
As a result of the arrest, Ogletree
acted as counsel to Henry Gates, and was
contacted by many people expressing their
shock and disbelief at his arrest, and started
sharing their personal stories. Ultimately, a
number of people asked him if he would be
willing to write something about the arrest and
it’s larger implication.
That is how this book, “The Presumption of
Guilt” was born. Driving while Black – Fighting
back against racial profiling, is one of the many
interesting chapters to read. My heart goes out
to the many African American Men who have

been falsely accused and detained by police,
who never receive apologies, and had done
nothing to violate the law. Educational and
Professional achievement do not protect you
from being profiled.
Justice Thurgood Marshall, Dr. John Hope
Franklin, Johnnie Cochran, Spike Lee,
Blair Underwood,
Rodney King,
Trayvon Martin,
and many more
everyday people
have been subject
to unwarranted
police interrogation
and aggravation,
wrongfully
suspected of criminal
conduct by law
enforcement officials
submitting to unnecessary searches,
being prejudged as
someone to serve, verses
being served.
We should all be law
abiding citizens. When race,
class, and the law collide,
what steps do we take as a
society to move from the presumption of guilt to the presumption of
innocence? Let’s all do our part in promoting
justice and equality.
Interesting chapters in this book include:
• “Don’t tase me, Bro!” How far have we
really come?
• Race, Class, Justice, and Post Racial
America
• 100 Ways to look at a Black Man - (Stories
African American men have shared regarding
profiling and discrimination, and treatment).

www.TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
What’s New?
In a previous article I told
you some BIG changes were on
the horizon regarding the
benefits you or I could receive
if injured in a car accident.
Governor Rick Scott has
officially signed into law new
Personal Injury Protection
(PIP) legislation set to take
effect July 1, and again on
January 1, 2013. This will
present major changes to the
Florida PIP, No Fault Laws.
These new changes could
keep you from recovering the
benefits owed to you and
receiving the proper treatment
you need if you are uninformed. Here are a few points

BY REGINA PERRY

to help you understand your
rights after an accident based
on the new PIP law:
First, you MUST be treated
by a doctor within 14 days of
the accident — if you do not
receive “initial services and
care” within the first 14 days of
the accident, THERE WILL BE
NO PIP BENEFITS available
to you.
This initial care must be
provided by a medical, osteopathic, or chiropractic doctor;
at a hospital or in a facility that
is owned by a hospital.
Secondly,
your
PIP
Benefits will be limited to
$2,500 (instead of the usual

LET’S TALK LAW
BY JACQLYN F. BRYANT, ESQ.
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER
$10,000) unless you are said to
have an Emergency Medical
Condition (EMC). To paraphrase, an EMC is categorized
as immediate symptoms of
severe pain that requires
immediate medical attention.
If you are not diagnosed
with an EMC by the required
type of doctor, the insurance
company is only responsible to
pay up to $2,500.00 in benefits.
The last point I want to
make is PIP will no longer pay
for a massage or acupuncture.
Although these are common
practices in the relief of pain for
those injured in car accidents, it
is no longer covered under this

new legislation.
As always, it is necessary to
speak with a qualified and
experienced attorney immediately if you have been injured
and you are not sure of your
rights.
Stay informed regarding
the law as it is ever changing.
There are many more changes
associated with the new No
Fault Statute, and I encourage
you to get informed!
If you would like to know
more about this topic; have
questions; or just want to say
hello; please email me at
Jacqlyn.Esq@gmail.com.
I
would love to hear from you!

Pregnancy Center Director
Contemplated Abortion

ST. PETERSBURG — If
you want to know how it feels to
be pregnant, under age, alone
and confused, ask executive
director of The Next STEPP
Center of St. Petersburg, Carol
Alexander.
Thirty-five
years
ago,
Alexander spent the night in an
abortion clinic agonizingly
awaiting the termination of an
unplanned
pregnancy,
but
instead walked out the next
morning with child. After a night
of tears and prayers, she was
content with facing the challenge
of raising her baby.
“I recently shared that
abortion story at a Next STEPP
banquet with my 35-year-old
son, Scott, in the audience,”
Carol said. “Amazingly he was
encouraged and inspired by the
story considering some very
serious health issues he’s
battling.
He said with a
beginning like his, there must be
a real purpose for his life, and
he’s not slowing down in spite of
his health issues,” she continued.
Carol’s story is not so
unique. It’s one of many she and
other volunteers at the pregnancy
center hear and deal with daily.
Armed with the empathy needed
to support women and families,
they soldier on. Empathy is
needed to combat the staggering
abortion statistics:
• The lives of 50 percent of
black babies in the U.S. end in
abortion
• With 37 percent of
abortions,
black
women
terminate their pregnancies at 3-5
times the rate of all women while
representing only 12 percent of

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Wednesday, May 23 - The city of St. Petersburg is
offering grants to eligible nonprofit arts and cultural organizations for the next budget year. Applications and
guidelines to receive funds are now available online at
www.stpete.org/budget/grantsc.asp; grants are due on or
before Friday, June 15. Organizations interested in applying
for these grant funds are encouraged to attend an informational workshop, which will be held at 10 a.m. at St.
Petersburg City Hall, 175 Fifth Street N., Room 100.
Thursday, May 24 - City of Gulfport 2012 Hurricane
Seminar, 7 p.m., Catherine Hickman Theater located at
5501 27th Ave. S.
Saturday, June 2 - FREE HOPE Expo 2012. HOPE
(Homeownership for People Everywhere) Expo will be held
at Raymond James Financial Center, 880 Carillon Parkway
Tower 4, in St. Petersburg, from 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. The Expo
features First Time Homebuyer workshops in English and in
Spanish, and over 25 housing industry related exhibitors.
Attendees will receive a certificate of completion required
by some lenders’ down payment and closing costs assistance programs. Registration required. For more info got to
www.hopeexpo.org or call 461-0618 ext 3.
Ongoing - Enroll now! Summer Peace Camp at Happy
Workers Learning Center, Inc. 920 19th St S, St. Petersburg.
Call 727 894 5337. Starts June 11 for 10 weeks. 6:30 a.m. –
5 p.m. daily. Free T shirt! Fun planned activities indoors and
outdoors to encourage health, education, the arts, recreation and tenacity of spirit! Field trips weekly, Rays games
too, picnics, music, museums – Fine Arts, Clay Factory, Dali
Museum, Great Explorations, Sunken Gardens etc.
Breakfast, lunch and afternoon snack daily. CCC accepted.
Free slots for 23 children if parents are eligible and meet
financial criteria.

L-R, Alfreda Brown, Annette Booze, Carol Alexander and Judith Rucker (seated)

the female population
• Over 16 million black
babies have been aborted since
1973
Unfortunately, most people,
especially young girls and
women, are not aware of the help
available to them right in the
heart of south St. Petersburg.
These services provide life
affirming solutions, physical,
emotional and spiritual support
when
facing
unplanned
pregnancy or other pregnancy/
parenting related challenges.
The Next STEPP Center is a
non-profit Christian organization
that opened in 1994. It offers
alternatives for life and support
service to those facing unplanned
pregnancy and other difficult
pregnancy and parenting situations.
The center offers free
pregnancy testing, pregnancy

care, parenting skills, bible study
and life skills courses.
In
addition, they provide practical
assistance such as maternity and
infant clothing, diapers, cribs,
etc.
The Next STEPP Center also
offers a variety of volunteer
opportunities to the community
through volunteer ministry.
Their vision: A community
where everyone recognizes their
God given value and worth and
endows that same worth to every
life in the community.
All that is needed to serve in
a ministry associate position is to
have a heart felt desire to help
others, and have genuine concern
for those in need. One must
desire to grow in His grace and
knowledge; one must have the
commitment to uphold Christian
principles and the center’s
mission.

If you are committed to the
sanctity of life and are willing to
commit your time for training
and service, we will use your
talents and gifts to make a difference in the lives of others.
Please give your time to the
continuance and revival of the
culture of life within our
community by taking the Next
Supporting,
best
STEPP:
Educating,
Treasuring,
Protecting and Preserving life.
There are two Next STEPP
centers
available
in
St.
Petersburg. The Midtown office
is located at 1210 22nd St. S., and
for more information on that
center, please call 727-896-9119.
Or you can visit the center
serving the Gulfport and Childs
Park areas at 1000 55th St. S.
Their phone number is 727-3289119.

PERSONAL ASSISTANT/BOOKKEEPER
About the Job
PERMANENT PART TIME personal and business assistant/bookkeeper who is
extremely Mac computer savvy. This position requires for 16-24 hours/wk.
Looking for hard working, honest, articulate, healthy person. Few of the duties
include personal errands, answering and making phone calls, Mac computer
work, Exel files, making travel plans, arranging pick up and deliveries etc.
Must have these skills.
- MULTI TASKING
- excellent verbal and written communication skills and fluent in English
- committed to providing excellent customer service at all times
- savvy with Mac (PC does not count)
- extremely organized
- self motivated
- must be older than 21 years old.
Send your resumes to: openingposition2012@gmail.com,
Include education, work history, and your city, your email.
DO NOT send resume if you do not meet all of these criterias.

WWW.THEWEEKLYCHALLENGERNEWSPAPER.COM

The following jobs are currently available:

• Custodial Worker (2 positions: #6695 and one new position)
For information regarding the above, please go to
http://employment.usf.edu/applicants/central?quickFind=59086

or visit the USFSP Human Resources Office at,
140 Seventh Avenue S., BAY 206, St. Petersburg, FL.
USFSP is an EO/Equal Access Institution. Welcoming...Diverse...Inclusive

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Ongoing - Can you spare just two hours a week to help a
senior in need? Neighborly Care Network needs volunteer
drivers to help deliver Meals on Wheels to the frail and
homebound. For more information about volunteer opportunities, please call 727-573-9444, ext 291

LET US
HEAR FROM
YOU!
Email: Editor@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Mt. Zion Children’s Center
Anchored Local Tour Of Centers

ST. PETERSBURG — The
Pinellas
Early
Childhood
Association hosted its annual
South County Tour of Centers
April 21 with Mt. Zion Children’s
Center (St. Petersburg) serving as
the anchor center.
The tour was attended by
approximately 50 early learning
center directors and teachers
throughout Pinellas County.
As the anchor center, Mt.
Zion Children’s Center hosted the
opening activities and was the
starting point for the day. They
introduced participants to ideas
for center operations such as
room arrangement, bulletin
boards, classroom decorating,
and learning activities.
The Pinellas Early Childhood
Association, an affiliate of the
National Association of the
Education of Young Children,

AWARDS

continued from front page

and the NFL is to promote
wellness for a healthier generation of students,” Peggy Johns,
supervisor for Pre-K – 12
Health Education with Pinellas
County School District said.
“Studies indicate that 40
percent of students are not
getting enough exercise. You
showed that you can do it,
exercise and eat healthy. You
just don’t do this for yourself,
but to be a role model for your
younger
brothers,
sisters,
friends and others. Students that
are fit have better grades and
attend school more regularly
with better behavior,” she
continued.
Johns posed the questions to
the students in the gym: “Who’s
going to do it?” Most hands
went up. After a little more
e n c o ur agement, all hands
reached into the air and agreed
to be a role model and practice
regular exercise and healthier

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
BY JON WILSON
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

supports high quality early
childcare within Pinellas County
through education, collaboration
and the development of public
awareness.
Mt. Zion Children’s Center is
an early childcare center that
provides full daycare and
Voluntary
Pre-Kindergarten
(VPK) for children ages 2-5, and
after-school care for children in
grades K-5.
The center is currently
eating habits.
“Our partnership with the
NFL is to encourage children to
get more exercise and be
healthy leaders in schools, and
the Buccaneers came out for
that,” Tracy Howard, chair of
the Go Red for Women Passion
committee with the American
Heart Association said.
“The increase in childhood
obesity is staggering. We want
to help reduce obesity by 2020
and reduce the risk of heart
disease. Today’s children will
be tomorrow’s healthy adults by
learning healthy habits now that
will follow them through out the
rest of their lives,” Howard
continued.
Mayor Bill Foster was in
attendance and agreed that this
type of activity encourages
students to understand the
benefit of a healthy diet, which
includes studying, eating right
and exercise.
Buccaneer Dekoda Watson,
#56, also spoke with the
students and congratulated them

enrolling students for their
Summer VPK class and has a few
openings for 2-4 year olds. Please
feel free to call 727-894-1612 for
more information, or visit during
Open House on Wednesday, May
23, 4-7 p.m., at 950 20th St. S., St.
Petersburg
For more information about
this topic, please contact Laura
Garcia, Center Director, at 727894-1612 or email Laura at
LGarcia@mzhs.org.

Buccaneer Arrelious Benn

on winning and took the time to
give some life lessons.
“Be respectful to your
elders and say yes ma’am, no
ma’am, yes sir and no sir,”
Watson advised. “I was one of
the nicest students, but didn’t
make the highest grades. But
because of being a nice guy my
teachers saw me trying and
busted their (backsides) to see
me go further,” he added.

(This is the first in a series
of articles about AfricanAmerican history in St.
Petersburg.)
The home site of St.
Petersburg’s first African
American settler has been
generally known for years. But
now it may have been located
precisely, thanks to the city’s
African American Heritage
Project and the research of
historic preservation planner
Kimberly Hinder.
The discovery represents
an important step in recording
local history, not only for
African Americans, but for the
entire city.
John Donaldson, who had
been a slave, came here in
about 1868, historians have
said. He became an important
figure respected by all in the
pioneer community, which
contained a handful of settlers
struggling to wrest livings from
a remote frontier wilderness.
They were among the pioneers
who built the foundation for
our city today.
Donaldson homesteaded 40
ac r e s n e a r w h a t b e c a m e
Ta n g e r i n e Av e n u e ( 1 8 t h
Avenue South) and Maximo
Street (31st Street). He grew
citrus, sugar cane and sweet
potatoes, and raised cattle and
hogs. He became one of the
community’s first mail carriers.
He and his wife, the former
Anna Germain, had several
children.
Hinder found the probable
lo c a t i o n o f D o n a l d s o n ’s

NAOMI

continued from front page

“I was saddened by the
number of funerals I attended
for wonderful, faithful women
and seeing and hearing
grieving family and friends say
nice things about them and
them not being able to hear and
appreciate the kind words. I
want women over 50, the
matriarchs of our community,
who we stand behind in
grocery lines, work alongside
or live down the street from to
know how much they mean to
our community,” said Hodge.
Stephenia Brown,
supporter of the Word of Life
Church and of the Naomi
recognition program, believes
in Mrs. Hodge’s vision,
“Maybe if more senior women
of our community were visible
and had more of a voice, we
wouldn’t have as much
teenage pregnancy or as many
dropouts as we do,” she
shared. “Besides I espoused
the same sentiments as Mrs.
Hodge, that women should be
given their flowers while they

The site of John Donaldson’s house is now the Masonic Hall

homestead by using plat maps,
fire insurance maps, and court
house deed records. The house
stood until 1968, when it was
demolished, Hinder said. Its
address was 3120 Tangerine
Avenue South. The Masonic
Hall #109 is situated on the site
at 3130 18th Avenue South
today.
“John Donaldson is the first
documented African American
businessman and landowner in
Pinellas County,” Hinder said.
“Although records are incomplete from that time, I have
been able to determine that he
lived on this parcel and the
house was likely a two-story,
wood frame ‘I House’ .
“The “I House” form was
typically one room deep and
two rooms wide.Later
additions often included a
kitchen to the rear.
Donaldson’s status as a successful businessman is
reflected in his home being a
two-story home on a large plot
of land,” Hinder said.
Thus far, no photographs of
the house have been found, nor
has anyone who might
remember seeing it before its
demolition. Anyone who has
photos or who saw the house
can
contact
Hinder
at
Kimberly.hinder@st.pete.org,

or call the author of this article
at 727-488-3382.
H e r e ’s s o m e t h i n g t h a t
mi g h t j o g m e m o r i e s : t h e
Tangerine Terrace Apartments,
probably built during the
1920s, stood across the avenue
from the Donaldson house.
Donaldson died of tuberculosis in 1901, according to
newspaper reports. He was
buried in Glen Oak Cemetery,
2012 Auburn St. South, laid to
rest beside his white neighbors.
Descendents still live in St.
Petersburg – and in St.
Pe t e r s b u rg l o r e . R o x a n n a
Donaldson, a midwife who
married John Donaldson’s son
Edward, delivered Goliath
Davis, former St. Petersburg
police chief and deputy mayor.
T h e Af r i c a n A m e r i c a n
Heritage Project was initiated
by Mayor Bill Foster last year.
Its purpose is to identify significant people, places and events
in the African American
community.
The project’s first phase
focuses on the 22nd Street
South/Ninth Avenue South
neighborhoods. The next
phases will include Methodist
Town, Pepper Town, the Gas
Plant area and a little-known
community near 37th Street
North at about Seventh Avenue.

can still appreciate them.”
Minister Ayakao Watkins,
another
former
Naomi
honoree, agreed the recognition is needed but is still quite
humbled, “Those of us who
have walked the red carpet at
this event were nominated
because someone recognized a
Godly quality in us and that
alone is a blessing. Then to
come here and receive all of
this love and encouragement is
just over the top and makes me
want to reach out to other
women who might not realize
how appreciated they are.”
The Naomi and Ruth
Covenant Alliance is a
community initiative of the
Word of Life Academic Youth
Camp, Inc. Word of Life
Academic Youth Camp was
established in 2003 to provide
summer academic enrichment,
character development, and
fun for students entering
Kindergarten through 8th
grade.
The annual Naomi recognition event is one of the ways
funds are raised to create
scholarships for families with

children needing to attend
camp for the summer.
It also contributes to the
Next Stepp Pregnancy Center,
St. Petersburg Free Clinic
Women’s Residence, Carter G.
Woodson Museum and several
other very deserving organizations.
The effort to recognize
women and encourage them to
reach back to help others is the
connection to the story of Ruth
and Naomi from the Bible.
Naomi’s life touched and
influenced Ruth; as a result,
Ruth prospered and her lineage
changed the world.
Many of the honorees
shied away from the spotlight
even though they are reaching
back to nurture and encourage.
According to Hodge, this is
why the Word of Life
Academic Youth Camp, under
her supervision, chose to
recognize these women and
will continue to do so.
For more information
about the camp or the Naomi
Ruth Covenant Alliance call
727 323-0821.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
St. Petersburg’s
Little Slice Of Florida

BY GABRIELLE FRAZIER
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
BUREAU

Boyd Hill Nature Preserve
strives to teach the public the
importance of conserving natural
resources through educational
programs.
Purchased in 1943 by the city
of St. Petersburg, the park opened
its doors to the public in 1947 as a
zoo. With an admission fee of 10
cents, patrons could visit the park to
see caged animals such as alligators, exotic birds, snakes and
monkeys. In 1977, the city closed
the gates to the zoo and decided to
return the park back to its most
natural state. In December 1980,
the park reopened with more trails
and boardwalks as Boyd Hill
Nature Trail, named in memory of
Boyd Hill, Park Superintendent.
Now considered an official
Florida nature preserve, Boyd Hill
sits on 245 acres of land and is
located along the shores of Lake
Maggiore. Still owned and
operated by the city, the park holds
three miles of nature trails where
visitors can walk, ride their bicycles
or opt for a tram tour of the
grounds. Along their venture
through the park, visitors will experience five unique Florida ecosystems: hardwood hammocks, pine
flatwoods, willow marsh, sand pine
scrub and lake shore. There are
more than 211 species of resident

and migratory birds, 57 species of
butterflies, 60 species of amphibians and reptiles, and 13 species of
mammals, all of which visitors can
learn about at the park’s environmental center located at the main
entrance.
“Our main objective is educational programs, to educate the
public and hopefully help them
create good habits at home,” park
ranger Kendra Abraham said. “We
do a lot of gardening classes to
teach people how to plant Florida
friendly yards and use less
pesticide.”
Park rangers run an array of
monthly programs such as butterfly
gardening, astronomy nights,
gopher tortoise hikes, canoe trips
and yoga classes.
“If there was one thing that I
would hope visitors will learn from
visiting Boyd Hill, it would be for
them to take care of what they
have,” Abraham said. “For them to
think of the long lasting impact
they’ll have on the environment
instead of their personal gain at the
moment.”
During the summer hours the
park hosts six different day camps
to engage children ages 3 to 13.
The popular Jungle Boogie camp is
for 3 to 5 year old children.
“The camp is unique in that it
is one-of-a-kind for 3 year olds,”
gift shop buyer Ginger Platt said.
The Boyd Hill, located at 1101
Country Club Way S. in St.

Florida Spanish thrives at
Boyd Hill Nature Preserve.
Visitors who opt for the tram
tour of the grounds will learn
from the park rangers that
Spanish Moss is edible and
can be eaten in survival
mode or just in your salad.

Petersburg, is open Tuesday
through Saturday with a $3
admission fee for adults and $1.50
for children age 3 to 16. There is no
admission fee for children under
age 3.
Neighborhood News Bureau
(NNB) is a working newsroom,
staffed by USF St. Petersburg
undergraduate and graduate journalism students. NNB serves
Midtown and surrounding communities. To report your community
news, call 727-873-4741, or email
lclevela@mail.usf.edu. Online at
nnbnews.com.

Thank You From
The Wealth Building Coalition

Building
The
Wealth
Coalition would like to take this
opportunity to say, “thank you,” to
the Site Coordinators, volunteers,
partners and, yes, clients of the
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) program.
Nearly 3,000 Pinellas County
taxpayers filed their income tax
returns absolutely free of charge at
the thirteen VITA sites located
throughout the county, claiming
almost $5 million in returns.
Most clients report that they
learned about the VITA program
through word of mouth. That is
one of the reasons the clients of
the VITA program are so
important. It’s not just about
getting your taxes done for free.
It’s about telling your friends,
family, neighbors and co-workers
about the service. Spreading the
word spreads the wealth.
The staff and volunteers at

VITA sites are some of the most
dedicated you will meet
anywhere. Training to become a
certified volunteer income tax
preparer can take dozens of hours.
Then, after that comes the time at
the VITA sites meticulously
reviewing clients’ documentation
and forms to make sure that
everyone who comes in gets
every dollar they have earned. On
average, that was about $1,700
per client for this past tax season.
None of them paid any preparation fees or add-on charges. VITA
sites are prohibited from
accepting any payment whatsoever. At VITA free really is free.
Without the contributions of
everyone involved, the Pinellas
County economy would be short
about $5 million in tax refunds.
$5 million creates a lot of jobs. It
pays a lot of bills. It buys clothes
and food for children so they can

go to school and concentrate on
learning. That is wealth building
at its essence and it makes the
investment of time and energy
well worthwhile.
In a few months, the Wealth
Building Coalition and IRS will
begin training volunteers to staff
VITA sites in 2013. There are
many different roles. Not all of
them involve preparing taxes.
Training is free and many people
do it all on-line.
Visit the Wealth Building
Coalition
website
at
www.JWBPinellas.org/wbc and
click on the Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance (VITA) link to find out
how you can help build a
wealthier community.
Remember, VITA sites will
be back open again in January
ready to help Pinellas County
residents get all of the money they
are due from Uncle Sam.

Retired Military Officers

Captain Mary McNair Nelson

BY EMMA C. CAVIN
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

Ca p t a i n M a r y M c N a i r
Nelson grew up in Tuskegee,
Ala. The middle child of the
Richardson family, she was one
of seven children.
Nelson excelled in school
and dreamed of becoming a
doctor. She was inspired by
th e h i s t o r y a n d d i g n i f i e d
atmosphere of the Tuskegee
University, and often visited the
campus to study at the library.
Her dreams began to take shape
aft e r h e r g r a d u a t i o n f r o m
Tuskegee High School, but the
new goal, by that time, was to
become a nurse.
She was granted an
academic scholarship and began
h e r s t u d i e s a t Tu s k e g e e
University. While there, she
sang in the Women’s Glee Club.
Her busy schedule as a nursing
student kept her too busy for
any other activities.
In 1964, Nelson graduated
from the College of Nursing at
Tuskegee University and moved
to St. Petersburg. Her first job
was at Mercy Hospital. She
recalls the special mentoring
and guidance she received from
the nurses that she met there and
relates how much at home they
made her feel on her very first
job.
Nelson met and married
Clifford McNair, a Gibbs High
School and Tuskegee graduate
that she met after moving to St.
Petersburg. It was shortly thereafter that her military career
began. Rather than apply for a
license in each state as she
traveled with her husband, an
Air Force Electronics Warfare
officer, the new bride joined the
Air Force also.
The site for her Military
training was Sheppard AFB in
Texas. MacDill AFB in Tampa
was her first assignment. Her
next assignment was Haun AFB
in Germany. She actually transferred each time that her
husband was assigned to
another base. The McNairs were
in Germany for four years

before she returned to St.
Petersburg and a job at Bayfront
Me d i c a l C e n t e r i n 1 9 7 4 .
Because of her military service,
Nelson transferred to Bay
Pines VA Hospital. Then went to
work at Audie Murphy VA
Hospital in San Antonio, Texas,
and returned two years later to
Bay Pines, her place of work
until her retirement in 2000.
Following her retirement,
Nelson worked for Gentavia
Home Health and the Free
Clinic. For a short time, she also
served as the secretary for the
Lake Maggiore Baptist Church
and volunteered in the office of
Rock of Jesus Baptist church.
N e l s o n ’s h o b b i e s a r e
singing, sewing, and playing the
piano. She also likes to write
poetry. “I just enjoy learning
and doing things. I try to learn
something new every year. I am
always busy,” Nelson said. “I
have written a book of poetry.
The title of my book is “Poetic

Expressions of Love and Life.”
“I need to do some work at
promoting sales. Right now, I
am involved in some other
activities as well. I sing in the
choir, take short trips, and enjoy
my hobbies. One of the highlights of my travels was trip to
the Grand Canyon. It was
awesome,” she continued.
A member of Rock of Jesus
Baptist church, Nelson is also
busy with church activities and
community organization as they
render service to the people
around them.
She also worked with the
Urban League’s health mobile
and various health fairs.
Nelson is involved with her
sorority, Delta Sigma Theta, the
RN Club, The Florida Nursing
Association, the National
Association of VA Employees,
and the St. Petersburg Black
Nurses Association. She is
married to her second
husband, Charlie Nelson.
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BEYOND THE BAY
FAMU Band
To Remain Suspended

TALLAHASSEE — The
Fl o ri da A &M Unive rsity
(FAMU) Marching “100” band
will remain suspended for the
2012-13 academic year, FAMU
President James H. Ammons
announced Monday.
The band has been under suspension since November 2011,
following the death of Robert
Champion, a FAMU student and
drum major, after an alleged
hazing incident on a band bus in
Orlando.
Meeting with the FAMU
Board of Trustees, Ammons said
that extending the suspension was
necessary because of a number of
issues, including the recent retirement of the long-time band
director, the dismissal of two
faculty members and a number of
unresolved issues about the
operation and regulation of the
band. But he added the death of
Mr. Champion was paramount in
determining the band’s status.
“In making this decision
regarding the band’s return, and as
a parent, I was heavily influenced
by the need to be respectful of Mr.
Champion’s family and other
alleged victims,” said Ammons.
“A young man lost his life and
others suffered serious injuries.”
Earlier this month, charges

were announced against 13 people
i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h M r.
Champion’s death. In addition,
the FDLE is continuing an investigation into financial operations of
the band.
Ammons stressed that the
band would return.
But he
stressed that corrective actions
needed to be developed.
“As president, my goal is to
implement the best conditions by
which we can create a safe environment for teaching, learning
and research to take place and to
ensure that such safety carries
through to all of our student
organizations, including the
band,” he said.
Ammons said that in recent
weeks, he has been meeting with
several stakeholder groups, such
as the leadership of the FAMU
Faculty Senate, the executive
committee of the National Alumni
Association, members of the
Rattler Boosters’ Board of
Directors, and the executive leadership in the FAMU Student
Government Association. He also
received input from the Board of
Governors, Chancellor Brogan,
the FAMU Board of Trustees as
well as other state leaders.
“The band became iconic
because of its commitment to

FAMU President
James H. Ammons

excellence in every aspect of its
on-field performance. I agree
with the common theme
expressed by our constituents, the
band must be restructured. There
is a limited time frame between
now and the fall in which to adequately implement any recommendations that are adopted for
the organizational and managerial
restructuring of the band,” he said.
Ammons said FAMU is
working with groups on alternative entertainment for the classics
and home games. He also said his
administration will present a plan
for the band’s return and a restructuring of the music department to
the Board of Trustees at the
board’s June meeting.

Idaho Sheriff Candidate
Hosts Cross Burning

SANDPOINT, Idaho (AP)
— A white power activist campaigning to be the next Bonner
County sheriff hosted a cross
burning last week with fellow
Ku Klux Klan members and is
defending the ceremony as a
historic Christian ritual.
Shaun Winkler, 33, said
mainstream society misses the
point about cross-lighting rituals,
seeing them only as a symbol of
hate and racial intolerance.
“We look at it more as a
religious symbol,” Winkler told
the Bonner County Daily Bee.
Winkler allowed media to
attend the cross burning
ceremony, held Friday at his
property near Priest River. He
said the north Idaho Ku Klux
Klan holds cross burnings about
once a month.
Winkler said the religious
component of the ceremony has
roots in Scotland, where clan
members used it as a means of
communication. He also
considers it a Christian symbol, a
representation of Jesus Christ’s
light spreading to the rest of the
world.
S t ill, it’s impossible to
separate historic cross burnings
from their more modern association with racism, terror and
prejudice stemming from 20th
century KKK activities in the

BY RODNEY MUHUMUZA
ASSOCIATED PRESS

KAMPALA, Uganda (AP)
— Ugandan forces captured a
senior commander of Joseph
Kony’s Lord’s Resistance
Army (LRA) after a brief fight
with rebels near the CongoCe n t r a l A f r i c a n R e p u b l i c
border, an army official said, in
what an analyst said was an
“intelligence coup” for forces
hunting for Kony.
Lt. Col. Abdul Rugumayo,
intelligence chief for Uganda’s
military operation against the
LRA, said Sunday that Caesar
Acellam was captured
Saturday with two other rebel
fighters as they tried to cross a
river called Mbomu.
Although Acellam is not
one of the LRA commanders
indicted along with Kony in
2005 by the International
Cr i m i n a l C o u r t , U g a n d a n
officials say he was one of
Kony’s top military strategists
and a reliable fighter.
“He is in good condition,”
Rugumayo said of Acellam.
“He was captured with two
other rebels. They were in a
group of 30 rebels.”
He said the others escaped.
Details of precisely how
Acellam was captured were
not available, but some
analysts said it was possible he
had just walked into the hands

Ugandan Kony Hunters

of Ugandan army officials.
“ H e ’s b e e n o n t h e
defection shelf for a long
time,” said Angelo Izama, a
political analyst with the
Kampala-based security think
tank Fanaka Kwawote. “This
is a big intelligence coup for
the Ugandan army.”
A Ugandan army official,
speaking on the condition of
anonymity because he was not
authorized to speak to the
press, said losing Acellam was
a big blow to Kony, whose
forces have become increasingly degraded by a lack of
food and having to constantly
move to elude capture.
“He is big fish, very big

fish,” the official said of
Acellam, who has been with
the LRA for over 20 years. “He
is one of the top division commanders.”
The official said Kony,
who Ugandan officials suspect
to be hiding somewhere in
Sudan, has traditionally lived
in bush camps significantly far
from where his top commanders hide, apparently as a
security precaution.
“Kony does not want his
commanders near him,” he
said. “He wants to be alone.”
On l y a b o u t 2 0 0 L R A
members remain the jungle,
according to Ugandan
officials.

Dred Scott Honored At
Missouri Capitol Ceremony

BY WES DUPLANTIER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Winkler is running in the GOP primary.

South and other parts of the
country, said Brenda Hammond
of the Bonner County Human
Rights Task Force.
“It shows the need for the
human rights task force has not
gone away,” she said. “Many of
us on the task force have really
regretted Bonner County’s reputation for harboring racism when
the vast majority of us don’t
think like that.”
Winkler also has past ties to
the Aryan Nations and has taken
part in racially charged protests
in Kootenai County. He picketed
Mexican food vendors in nearby
Coeur d’Alene in 2011, and
protested the annual Martin
Luther King Jr. events at North
Idaho College in January.
Winkler is courting Bonner
County voters in hopes of
becoming the next sheriff and
has vowed to keep his personal

beliefs separate from any future
law enforcement responsibilities.
He has framed his campaign
around the message of cracking
down on methamphetamine
producers and sex offenders,
telling people at a candidate
forum last week he favors
immediate hangings for those
co n v i ct ed o f b ei n g s ex u al
predators.
“Most people don’t know
that we don’t just oppose the
Jews and the Negroes,” Winkler
said, according to the newspaper.
“We also oppose sexual
predators and drugs of any kind.”
Winkler is running in the
GOP primary against Sheriff
Daryl Wheeler and Ponderay
police officer Tim Fry. The
winner will face independent
Rocky Jordan in the November
election.

Western Finance Bank Creates
Currency Chaos

(GIN) — Citizens of the
southern African nation of
Malawi woke up last week to find
their value of their dollar cut by a
third as demanded by the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF). Panic shopping set in as
Malawians feared huge price
increases after the devaluation.
In Blantyre, many shops
reported running out of sugar,
cooking oil, bread and other
staples. The kwacha was devalued
as part of moves by the new gov-

Top Joseph Kony
Commander Captured

ernment to restore donor funding.
The central bank’s move was
welcomed by the market and one
of the most dramatic since Joyce
Banda took over as president last
month. The IMF may now restore
a $79 million aid program,
suspended in a dispute with expresident Bingu wa Mutharika.
Malawi’s new president is
also realigning the country’s
politics with western interests. A
visit by the Sudanese president for
the African Union summit in July

Cut by a third in value.

this year may be blocked.
The last time the Sudanese
leader visited, Banda pointed out,
her country lost a substantial
amount of foreign aid and Malawi
cannot afford to repeat that
mistake.

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo.
(AP) — Dred Scott, the former
slave who sued for his freedom
in a St. Louis court and helped
galvanize anti-slavery efforts
around the nation in the 19th
century, was inducted last
Wednesday into the Hall of
Famous Missourians.
A bust of Scott, who died a
year after the landmark
Supreme Court decision that
bears his name, now will be
part of a display in the state
Capitol’s third-floor rotunda.
In an 1857 decision on
Scott’s case, the U.S. Supreme
Court ruled that black people
were not citizens and did not
have the right to sue. The court
also said the Missouri
Compromise was unconstitutional and said Congress could
not regulate slavery anywhere.
The decision angered antislavery advocates and pushed
the U.S. closer to the Civil
War.
L a s t We d n e s d a y,
lawmakers and Scott’s descendants said Scott’s case helped
spur the passage of constitutional amendments that ban
slavery and recognize black
people as citizens instead of
property.
“Even in losing, he won,”
said state Rep. Tommie
Pierson, who is black and from
St. Louis. “None of the
freedom that we experience
would be realized had not
someone stood up, had not

Lynne Jackson, the great-great granddaughter of Dred
Scott, Annette Driver, and Jay Barnes at Induction of Dred
Scott into Hall of Famous Missourians

someone sacrificed themself
[sic].”
Born a slave in Virginia in
1795, Scott moved with his
owners to St. Louis in 1830,
and then later to Illinois, a free
state, and what was then the
territory of Wisconsin, where
slavery was illegal.
After unsuccessfully trying
to buy his freedom from his
owner, Scott filed suit in St.
Louis Circuit Court in 1846
claiming he should be freed
because he had previously
lived in a free state.
The St. Louis court ruled
Scott was a free man, but
Missouri’s state supreme court
ruled two years later that he
was not. Five years after that,
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled
against Scott, who was later
given his freedom and worked
in St. Louis until his death in
1858.
Lynne Jackson, Scott’s

great-great-granddaughter and
the founder the Dred Scott
Heritage Foundation, said
Scott and his wife made considerable sacrifices to keep
their case going through the
courts, even sending their two
daughters to live with other
people while the cases were
being heard.
House Speaker Steven
Tilley, of Perryville, who
selected Scott for induction
into the hall, praised Scott for
his perseverance in pushing on
with the case through 11 years
of legal wrangling.
“Today I ask that everyone
see Dred Scott not just as a name
on a famous court case or a
symbol for a chapter in our
nation’s history that I’m so glad
that we’re far beyond, but
instead simply (as) a human
being,” said Tilley, who is white.
“After all, that’s what Scott
wanted to be perceived as.”
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Thunder Clobber Lakers 119-90 In Game 1

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) —
For the second time in less than a
week, Kobe Bryant and the Los
Angeles Lakers must figure out
how to fight back after a
humbling loss.
Bryant responded the first
time by calling out his teammates
for lackluster effort.
It might not be so simple this
time.
Russell Westbrook had 27
points and nine assists, Kevin
Durant added 25 points and the
Oklahoma City Thunder blasted
th e wear y Lakers 119-90
Monday night in the opening
game of the Western Conference
semifinals.
This blowout came four days
after Bryant’s Lakers trailed by
as many as 28 in a loss at Denver,
then bounced back to win Game
7. They’ll need to find some
answers before Game 2 in
Oklahoma City on Wednesday
night.
“I’ve seen both sides of that
equation and my experience has
taught me just to be patient and to
think the game through,” said
Bryant, who tied Andrew Bynum
for the team lead with 20 points.
“We can come up with a
different strategy and we can do a
much better job and have a much
better showing in the next game.”
The Thunder took a 15-point
halftime lead, opened the third
quarter with a 15-2 blitz filled
with crowd-pleasing 3-pointers
and dunks, and never looked
back. The final margin ended up

being the fourth-largest in the
history of the Oklahoma City
franchise, including its years in
Seattle.
It matched the 12th-largest
defeat in Lakers post season
history, and the sixth worst of
Bryant’s career. Three of those
losses came in close-out games
when L.A. was done for the
series. Once was the start of a
four-game sweep. The other two
times, the Lakers came back to
win the next game — both during
their run to the 2000 NBA title.
“We got beat tonight. You can
say anything you want to about a
seven-game series and us having
a day or whatever,” Los Angeles
coach Mike Brown said. “The
bottom line is this is the playoffs,
we’ve got to come to play and we
didn’t. We got beat.
“It’s one game, so we’ve got
to bounce back for the next one.”
The Thunder didn’t need any
dirty tactics to get even for Metta
World Peace’s suspensionworthy elbow that gave
Oklahoma City’s James Harden a
concussion with a week left in the
regular season.
The league’s most turnoverprone team — committing 16.4
per game in the regular season —
gave it away only four times, a
record low for the franchise.
“I think that’s huge,” coach
Scott Brooks said. “Four —
we’ve had that the first 6 minutes
of games at times.”
While the Lakers were
making a quick turnaround less
than 48 hours after ending the
first round, the Thunder had eight

full days off following their firstround sweep of defending NBA
champion Dallas.
That gave starting center
Kendrick Perkins time — but
apparently not enough — to rest a
strained muscle in his right hip
after he hurt it in the final game of
the Dallas series. He limped out
of the game after dunking just
after halftime and did not return
— although coach Scott Brooks
said he could have. He will be reevaluated Tuesday.
The possibility of rust had
been a concern for Brooks, and he
fought it by alternating light days
with demanding, training-camp
style practices.
“There’s no question we have
a team full of gym rats. They want
to play basketball,” Brooks said.
“That’s all they want to do: They
want to play basketball. They’re
basketball players. They probably
don’t have much of a life off the
court.”
All that pent-up energy came
flowing out just after halftime, in
highlight-reel fashion.
Durant lobbed the ball to
Westbrook for a two-handed
slam, then connected on a 3pointer from the left wing to draw
a timeout from Brown.
Th at s t i l l d i d n ’t s l o w
Oklahoma City, which got what
could have been a costly twohanded dunk from Perkins on its
next trip and then another 3 from
Durant before Thabo Sefolosha
swiped the ball from Bryant and
ran out for a layup that made it
74-46 with 8:39 left in the period.
“From then on, it was

cruising for us,” said Westbrook,
who had nine assists against one
turnover.
Both coaches started going to
their benches with 8 minutes left,
and Los Angeles reserve Devin
Ebanks ended up getting ejected
with 2:18 to play after walking up
to a scrum for the ball after the
whistle. Official Greg Willard
said at the scorer’s table that he
was ejected for “what he said” in
drawing a technical foul.
“Obviously, they’re more
well-rested than we are, but I
don’t think it made that much of a
difference for us,” Bryant said.
“We could have had the same
amount of days off. They’re just
younger and faster. And tonight,
what you saw is them executing
extremely well.”
The buildup to the game
focused largely on it being the
first meeting between the teams
since World Peace got a sevengame suspension for elbowing
Harden. He returned just in time
to help L.A. win Game 7 against
Denver.
A sold-out crowd at
Chesapeake Energy Arena wasn’t
happy to see him back, although
World Peace — who changed his
name from Ron Artest — was
hardly fazed by the chorus of
boos that greeted him during
pregame introductions or again
whenever the ball came his way.
World Peace knocked down a
3-pointer from the top of the key
amid boos the first time he
touched the ball, set up a twohanded jam by Bynum and drilled
another 3 within the first 2?

minutes.
The boos continued throughout the game whenever he got the
ball.
“Right now, it’s about basketball,” World Peace said. “After
the season we can talk about that
but right now it’s more about basketball.”
Notes: Bryant tied former
teammate Shaquille O’Neal for

the third-most playoff games in
NBA history with 216. ... Perkins
was called for a lane violation in
the first quarter after arguing with
Willard about a call and then
walking up to his spot along the
lane while Bynum was shooting.
Bynum made both foul shots
when awarded the extra chance.
... Toby Keith’s daughter, Krystal,
sang the national anthem.

New Team Could Kuchar All Smiles After Players Championship
Run Troubled
Baltimore
Grand Prix
BY DOUG FERGUSON

BY ALEX
DOMINGUEZ

BALTIMORE (AP) Michael Andretti could
soon be part of a new
t e a m that will run
Ba l t i mor e’s tr ouble d
Grand Prix auto race, city
officials announced
Thursday.
M ayor Stephanie
Rawlings-Blake
announced a proposed
five-year agreement on
Thursday with Race On,
LLC, and Andretti Sports
Marketing. It would be
the third group to lead the
Labor Day weekend
event on a course that
winds through the streets
of downtown Baltimore.
A study found that the
inaugural Grand Prix last
year generated $47
m i l l i on in economic
impact. However, the city
terminated its contract
with Baltimore Racing
Development after that
group failed to pay $1.5
million owed to the city.
In February, the city
approved a contract with
Downforce Racing LLC,
but a new operator was
sought after Downforce
missed
marketing
deadlines for the event.
“The Grand Prix was
a
great
event
for
Baltimore that boosted
our local economy and
showcased our city on the
i n t e rnational s tage ,’’
Rawlings-Blake said in a

statement. “This has been
a difficult process, but
Race On and Andretti
Sports Marketing have
what it takes to move
forward and make this
world-class sport i n g
event suc ce ssful fo r
Baltimore.’’
Andretti Sports
Marketing, led by the
retired driver and team
owner, will provide a
“turn-ke y’’ solut i o n ,
including sponsorships,
public relations,
marketing, hospitality,
ticket sales, track construction, grandst an d
layout, and logistics, city
officials said.
Andre tti sa id h i s
company has a history of
re surrec ting rac es i n
cities such as Toronto,
Milwauke e and S t .
Petersburg, Fla.
“So, we are confident
we can do the same for
the Grand Prix of
B altimore ,’’ Andret t i
said. “By combining our
decades of motorsports
expertise with the substantial backing of local
investors and community
support, we believe the
Grand Prix of Baltimore
can become one of the
most prominent sporting
events on the Eastern
Seaboard.’’
The city’s Board of
Estimates is scheduled to
vote on the contract on
Wednesday.

PONTE VEDRA BEACH (AP) Matt Kuchar knows all about the
prestige and the perks of winning The
Players Championship. The richest
payoff in golf. A three-year exemption
to the Masters, U.S. Open and British
Open. What means just as much is a
framed picture on a basement wall in a
tunnel the public never sees.
Every day at the TPC Sawgrass,
Kuchar walked through a tunnel in the
clubhouse that is lined with black-andwhite photos of the players who have
beaten the strongest and deepest field in
golf over the last four decades.
Kuchar joined them with a clutch
performance Sunday, when he took the
lead with a birdie and kept it with two
key pars, then navigated his way the
final hour as so many other contenders
were making mistakes. He closed with
a 2-under 70 for a two-shot victory, the
fourth of his career and by far the
biggest.
“I can’t help but stop and gaze at all
the photos,’’Kuchar said. “And to think
I’m going to be a part of that with Jack
Nicklaus and Lee Trevino and
Raymond Floyd and Phil Mickelson
and David Duval and Tiger Woods ...
it’s all the best of the best. To feel like
I’m going to see my picture up there
next year is pretty cool.’’
Then again, Kuchar thinks everything is cool.
There’s a simple reason that he
smiles so much he loves playing golf.
A decade ago, Kuchar missed the
cut at the Pebble Beach National ProAm. Two days later, on a beautiful
Monday afternoon on the Monterey
Peninsula, he was spotted sitting on the
side of the hill overlooking the eighth
tee while eating a sandwich.
“Isn’t it a beautiful day?’’ Kuchar
said when asked just what in the world
he was doing.
That certainly was the case on a
cloudy, blustery day on a dangerous
golf course at Sawgrass. It seemed that
way to Kuchar even when he opened
with a bogey and quickly fell three shots

behind. It felt like that when he was
locked in a brief battle with Martin
Laird, and when he looked across the
water from the 16th green to see Rickie
Fowler dressed in his all-orange outfit
sink a birdie putt on the island-green
17th to cut Kuchar’s lead to two shots.
Kuchar answered with a birdie of
his own on the 16th to restore his
margin to three shots. He found land on
the par-3 17th, even though he threeputted for a bogey that extended the
drama for one more hole. And best of all
was tapping in for par and celebrating
with his entire family.
His wife, Sybi, and two sons
rushed onto the green. He hugged and
high-fived his mother, the woman who
taught him to have fun when he plays
golf. He hugged his father, who was on
the bag with Kuchar as an amateur in
1998 when he burst onto the scene with
that endless smile at the Masters and
U.S. Open.
“It’s such an amazing feeling
playing amongst the game’s best, to
come out on top, to do it on Mother’s
Day ... it really is magical,’’Kuchar said.
He won by two shots over four
players who had a chance on the back
nine.
Fowler, slowed by a double bogey
on the fifth hole, birdied the 16th and
17th and had an 8-foot birdie putt on the
last hole that would have put enormous
pressure on Kuchar. It caught the right
lip and he had to settle for a 70. Ben
Curtis ran off four straight birdies
around the turn, but not enough until it
was too late. He made a 10-foot birdie
on the last hole for a 68.
Zach Johnson was in range until a
bogey on the 15th. He made a great par
save on the 18th for a 68. Laird was the
only runner-up who was tied for the
lead, running off three straight birdies
on the back nine until a poor tee shot on
the 14th led to bogey. Laird, who threeputted the 18th in regulation at The
Barclays in 2010 that allowed Kuchar
into a playoff that he won for his most
recent win, made bogey on the 18th at
Sawgrass after nearly hitting into the
water. He shot 67.

None of them felt as badly as
Kevin Na, for so many reasons.
Na had a one-shot lead going into
the final round and was under pressure
from the viewing public more than any
player. His pre-shot routine is painful to
watch, and he knows it. The waggles.
The whiffs he does on purpose so he
can start over. The practice swings. The
indecision.
He tried to speed up, even walking
well ahead of Kuchar to get to his ball,
and he wonders if rushing hurt him. Na
made four bogeys in a five-hole stretch
at the turn to lose the lead. But what
really stung were the chants he heard
from the gallery. Everyone knew this
guy had a hard time making his swing.
He heard “Pull the trigger!’’ and
“Hit it!’’
“I backed off and they’re booing
me,’’ Na said. “I said, `Look, guys, I
backed off because of you guys.’... But
it is what it is. I also felt that a lot of
people were turning towards me and
pulling for me, which I really appreciate.’’
The worst of it was on the par-3
13th, when he pulled his tee shot into
the water, effectively ending all hope.
Some in the crowd sang, “Na-na-na-na
... good-bye.’’
“I deserve it,’’he said. “I mean, I’m
being honest. But is it fair? No. You put
an average guy in between those ropes,
trust me, they won’t even pull it back.’’
He shot 76, extending a remarkable
trend at Sawgrass since the tournament
moved from March to May in 2007. It’s
one thing that the 54-hole leader has
never won The Players in those six
years. None of the third-round leaders
has ever shot better than 74 in the final
round, with an average score of 76.3.
But this day belonged to Kuchar,
with a few side notes.
Luke Donald shot 30 on the back
nine for a 66, making him stick around
to see if it would be enough. It wasn’t,
and he wound up in sixth place, not
quite enough for him to return to No. 1
in the world ranking.
Tiger Woods shot 40 on his front
nine and rallied for a 73, at least

Matt Kuchar

finishing The Players Championship
under par. That was the smallest of consolations. Far more alarming was that
he tied for 40th, the first time in his
career that he has finished no better than
40th in three straight tournaments. The
streak began after a five-shot win at Bay
Hill for his first PGA Tour title in 30
months.
“Just keep working. Keep
working,’’ Woods said when asked
what he could take out of the week.
Kuchar finished on 13-under 275
and collected $1.71 million. He moved
to No. 3 in the Ryder Cup standings,
and to a career-best No. 5 in the world
ranking.
He left the way he arrived with a
smile.
“It’s completely a natural
reaction,’’ Kuchar said. “I love playing
the game of golf. I have fun doing it. I’m
a golf junkie. I have to force myself to
take vacations where I cannot play golf,
because the game is just always so challenging. And I think it’s that challenge
that’s addictive to me. ... The smile is
there because I’m having a good time.
“Now, granted, if I’m shooting 10over par, you’re probably not going to
see me real happy. I’m hopefully going
to behave myself appropriately, thanks
to my mother, but I’m not going to be
near as happy as when I’m making
birdies.’’
Suffice to say Kuchar was thrilled
Sunday.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

First Baptist Institutional Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Tuesday Night Live - Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Moore’s Chapel AME Church

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

3037 Fairfield Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-321-3187
Rev. James S. Cleare, Pastor

Pastor Cleare, and
wife Sis. April Cleare

“A New Season: GOD is doing more
at Moore’s Chapel AME Church”

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Church School...........................................Sunday 9:00 AM
“Where the Word of GOD is applied to Life”

Worship Service .......................................Sunday 10:30 AM
“Where the Word of GOD prepares us for Life”

Bible Study .........................................Wednesday, 7:00 PM
“Where the Word of GOD is explained for Life”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

10th Street Church Of God

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
www.ufcfwbc.com

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
B ro . R obe rt Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670
Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PROMOTE YOUR
CHURCH!
Call for
advertising rates today!
727-896-2922

ADVERTISE YOUR CH URCH EVENT
C A L L F O R A Q U OT E :
727- 8 9 6 - 2 9 2 2

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK
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Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
“A Church With A
VISION, With CHRIST As
The Focus.” Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., Pastor.
Our Agenda: Friday, May
18 at 7 p.m.
It has been 84 wonderful
years being in the South Saint
community
Petersburg
attending to the spiritual needs
of our community. This is an
opportunity to thank God for
all His provisions down
through the years.
We will be uniting voices in
praise to our Maker. Our
Church 84th Anniversary
Musical choral ensemble,

under the direction of Jeremy
Jackson, Minister of Music,
extends a warm invitation to
come and listen to some of the
most accomplished and experienced church musicians,
choirs, and soloists in the
Tampa Bay community.
Our Celebration: June 3-10
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist Church, known as
“The Ship” on 31st Street
South, will celebrate its 84th
Anniversary, June 3 - 10. All
members, friends and those
interested in church lore are
extended a cordial invitation to
attend.

Our
Anniversary
Committee has special events
planned throughout the week
of June 3-10 to mark this
momentous milestone.
Theme: “Striving Together
As One For The Faith Of the
Gospel.”
Scripture: Philippians 1:27
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St.
Petersburg, Fla. 33712. Our
telephone number is 727-9068300. Don’t forget to visit our
website: www.fmbctheship.org.
God Bless You – The Ship!

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

Bethel Metropolitan
Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,”
under the leadership of Dr
Rickey L. Houston extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the
living Word of God. Join us at
9 a.m. for Sunday School and
at 10:15 a.m. worship service.
Bible Study and Teen
Summit/Children Rising are
held Wednesday evening, at 7.

We are committed to a
C hrist-ce nter ed , P eo p l ecentered, Team-centered and
Bible-based teaching
ministry; wi t h p ri o ri t i es
focused on Love,
Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We cel eb rat e i n
worship, we care for one
another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible
both individually and corporately; and we communicate

God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope
of ministries for all ages and
interests. We also encourage
the community to use our
Prayer Line 727-321-9645.
“Deeper Into God’s Word
We Shall Delve In 2012” II
Timothy 2:15, 3:16-17
Telephone:727-327-0554
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com.
Website: www.bmmbc.org

Moore’s Chapel A.M.E. Church

May is Anniversary Month for
Moore’s Chapel A.M.E. Church
Over 88 years ago in the
Goose Pond area of St.
Petersburg, a little church was
founded by a group of strong
Christian folks. Today, Rev.
James Cleare, Pastor and the
entire church family of Moore’s
Chapel A.M.E. will celebrate

the founding of our church
throughout the month of May.
May 20 — To show our
commitment to St. Petersburg,
we will honor our city’s governmental leaders and law enforcement. Join us as we express our
appreciation for the work of our
leaders and protectors.
May 26 - 27 — Save these

dates! A special treat is planned
for all. An open house and
picnic is planned for Saturday,
and the Sunday worship service
will close our celebration by
setting our eyes for the future.
Our special guest preacher will
be one of our beloved ministers
who got his start at Moore’s
Chapel.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering for
and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St. Mark,
we are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Calendar for May 2012

May 20 - Right Hand of
Fellowship during morning
worship.
May 20 - Annual Spring
Concert at 4 p.m. featuring the
St. Mark Unity Choir under the
direction of Bro. Keith
Flournoy, Director of Music.
The
entire
Tampa
Bay
Community is invited to attend.
May 21 - PIZZA Ministry
from 6-8 p.m.
May 28 - Memorial Day:
Church office closed.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday morning at 9:30. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited

to come out and study the Bible
with us and learn “What Baptist
Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed to
join us.
N I. K. E. After School
Tutoring from 4:30-6 p.m.
Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday at 7 p.m.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
13th Annual Celebration of
Ministry for Rev. Louis Murphy
Sr. Join us in the month of May
as we celebrate our Pastors 13th
Anniversary.
May 20 – Dr. Gayland Clark,
Austin.
M a y 2 7 – D r. L a w r e n c e
Aker, III, Brooklyn.
May 17 – Men’s Unity
Ministry – Join the men of Zion
every 3rd Thursday at 7 p.m. in
the Youth Chapel.
May 19 – Church Annual
Picnic from 11a.m.- 3p.m.
Please submit your RSVP today.
For more information call 727894-4311.

May 23 – Join us for bible
study. Our noon lunchtime
session is a 30-minute study of
the Daily Word; and 7 p.m., we
have an in-depth interactive discussion on the sermon from the
previous Sunday.
June 10 – All 2012
Graduates (H.S. and College) of
Mt. Zion Progressive…you are
invited to attend a reception
immediately following the 10
a.m. service. Please RSVP by
May 27, to Sis. Marie Price.
SAVE-the-DATE- June 25 –
30 Vacation Bible Study will be
taking place and our theme for
2012 is Rainforest.
Youth
Children
and
Ministries – If you are looking
for social outlets for your youth
ages 6 – 18, our Boy and Girl

Scouts meet every first, third,
and fifth Monday at 6:30 p.m.
Mt. Zion Human Services –
Summer Youth Intern Program.
For applications call (727) 8220443 or visit the Human
Services office. Ages 16 – 21 –
application deadline is May 7.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is now
social. Checkout the latest
events, ministry news, and more
by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE. Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

“4Love is long-suffering and kind. Love is not jealous, it does not brag, does not get puffed up,
5
does not behave indecently, does not look for its own interests, does not become provoked.
It does not keep account of the injury. 6It does not rejoice over unrighteousness but
rejoices with the truth. 7It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.”
I Corinthians 13:4-7
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BAD BOY

continued from front page

Nikki Capehart, Assistant
District Director for
Congresswoman Kathy Castor,
echoed the concern of several
community leaders also attending
the briefing. The pre-emptive protection of girls and young women
in St. Petersburg’s black neighborhoods, while on the issue priority
list for some time, is long over due.
In addition, recent community
developments and problems with
violence make such a conversation
about good girls and bad boys
urgent, no matter what the catalyst.
Capehart was one of a small
number of adults present, although
most adults were not included in the
dialogue once it began.

Gwendolyn Reese, the event
coordinator, required that all
attendees be pre-registered and that
the conversation be restricted
largely to the young girl registrants,
the sponsors and panel participants.
According to preliminary evaluations made by attendees, their
expectations were largely met
through riveting personal stories
told by guest speaker Kimberly
Elise and by two panels of blunt,
authentic motivational presenters.
A men’s panel, “Bad Boys:
Who Are They And What Do They
Really Want,” composed of Cori
Monroe, Mark Pitts and Erik
Smith, described the bad boy
mentality, from experience and
personal peer exposure in real time.
Among other cautions, they
warned that girls need to become

Kristina Hollingsworth, “Street Life” panel

Lori Gipson, “Street Life” panel

perfectly clear about what young
men’s expectations and standards
really are.
The women’s panel, “Street
Life,” featured Monique Baker,
Lori Gipson, Megan Williams and
Kristina Hollingsworth. Each
recounted candid versions of their
lives in “scared straight” details.
They all clearly emphasized unvarnished truths about consequences
and penalties for careless associations with bad boys … including
their own sobering periods of “bad
girl” behavior.
Fortunately, all of the presenters, literally, have lived to tell their
stories. They even may actually
have saved the lives of some young
women in the audience, especially
if the Violence Against Women Act
survives Congressional gutting.

Monique Baker, “Street Life” panel

Mark Pitts, left, and Kori Monroe

The conference was a success!!!

Gwendolyn Reese, Event Coordinator

Enthralled with Kimberly Elise’s words of encouragement.

Megan Williams, “Street Life” panel

